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First-ever ranking of educational institutions in April:
Smriti Irani

http://thehitavada.com/Encyc/2016/2/12/First-ever-ranking-of-educational-institutions-in-April--Smriti-lrani.aspx

RESEARCH is the root of all quest. Hence, it has been included as one of the basic parameters in the National
Institution Ranking Framework(NIRF).

Around 3,500 educational institutions across thecountry have submitted their data, and after analysis the first
ever ranking of educational institutions in India will be declared in April, said Smriti Irani, Union Minister for
Human Resource Development. Irani was speaking atthe inaugural ceremony of international conference on the
theme ‘Research for Resurgence’ organised by Bharatiya Shikshan Mandal (BSM) at Visvesvaraya National
Institute of Technology (VNIT) on Thursday evening.

Devendra Fadnavis, Chief Minister; and Aniruddha Deshpande,eminent educationist, were the guests of honour
Pravin Datke, Mayor; Dr Mohanlal Chhipa, President of BSM;Vishram Jamdar,Chairman of the Board of
Governors,VNIT; Ajay Sancheti, Rajya Sabha Member and Chairman of Reception Committee for the
conference; Aravind Joshi, Organising Secretary of the conference; Dr S P Kane, Vice Chancellor of
Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University (RTMNU); Dr Uma Vaidya, Vice-Chancellor of Kavikulguru
Kalidas Sanskrit University (KKSU); Dr Mohan Khedkar, Vice-Chancellor, Sant Gadge Baba Amravati
University (SGBAU); Narendra Choudhary, Director of VNIT; Dr N V Kalyankar, Vice-Chancellor of
Gondwana University; and other dignitaries also shared the dais on the occasion.

Irani informed the gathering of delegates from across the country that NIRF was a mechanism put in place for
the first time in the historyof independent India. “Around 3,500 educational institutions have submitted their
data, which is being analysed.We also encouraged the parents and students to let us know ranking of institutions
as per their assessment. Now, the first ranking will be announced in April. | am happy to state that the ranking is
based mainly on research output, industry-academia linkage, placement ratio, teaching and learning resources,
and out reach and inclusivity,” she said.

Similarly, the Government of India had initiated several measures to bridge the gap in research and innovation
between the schools and the universities. In next two months, Irani announced, the Government of India will
make available 1,000 learning material resources for under-graduate (UG) and postgraduate (PG) students for
free on online platform and through mobile applications. These platforms will also have model, new syllabus
for educational institutions, along with the regulatory guidelines. Further,toensure that the learning material is
available in Indian languages, ‘BharatVani’ platform is being developed.

On this platform, material for higher learning will be made available forfree in 22 Indian languages in next two
weeks , and in 100 Indian languages in next three years,she said,evoking loud applause from the audience.

Appreciating BSM for organising an international conference on an important theme, the Union HRD Minister
stressed upon the need to build bridge between science and the innovators not recognised as scientists.
Indianresearch, she added, is not confined to formal academic set-up. There are many innovators.
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There is a need to bring such innovators into a framework, support them, and give them due recognition, she
stressed. She expected the Central educational institutions to contribute more actively in research, and adopt at
least five villages each in the irvicinity to bring about positive changes in the life of villagers there.

She appealed to VNIT-Nagpur to join Maharashtra Government in efforts to tide over drought by way of
research in water conservation. Irani came down heavily on those skeptical of Indian contribution to Science
and Mathematics. “Why do we demean Indian research?” she asked. She also asked as to who should be blamed
for lack of knowledge about India’s rich contribution to Science, Technology, Mathematics.

Instead of ridiculing ancient knowledge and criticising attempts to bring it to the fore in this era, she said, all
sections in the country should celebrate Indian excellence and rich contribution, and build up further on that
strength. At the outset, Ajay Sancheti made introductory remarks. Aravind Joshi introduced the guests,and
Gayatri Kanetkar presented a song on the theme of the conference. Banwarilal Purohit, former Member of
Parliament; Nago Ganar, MLC; Govindlal Agrawal, Anoop Kumar, Divisional Commissioner; Brijesh Dixit,
Managing Director of Nagpur Metro Rail Corporation Limited; Rajiv Modi, Chairman and Managing Director
of Cadilla Pharmaceuticals; Dr S R Wate, former Director of NEERI; Dr Tapas Nandy, and other dignitaries
were present prominently in the programme.

Dr Ujwala Chakradeo, Convener of the conference, conducted the proceedings of the programme while
Vishram Jamdar propose davote of thanks. The programme concluded with ‘Vande Mataram’. BSM has
organised the conference, which will conclude on February 13 ,in collaboration with RTMNU, National
Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI),VNIT, Dr Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi Vidyapeeth
(PDKV), KKSU, SGBAU, and Gondwana University
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Guess what? I1T-Madras is allowing professors to take
sabbaticals to focus on their startups

http://www.businessinsider.in/Guess-what-1IT-Madras-is-allowing-professors-to-take-sabbaticals-to-focus-on-their-
startups/articleshow/50973593.cms
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At [IT-Madras, sabbatical from academics no more just means taking a one-year time off to go to another university or a
research organisation.

When Professor Balaji Srinivasan, faculty at [IT-Madras as well as co-founder and director of Chennai-based startup
Unilumen Photonics, attended a tradeshow in 2014, he found new markets opening up.

The new found demand for the technology he was developing was so high that Srinivasan felt the need to accelerate
work and push things forward.

Initially he tried to take some hours off every day from teaching and focus on his startup, only to find it was not making
much progress.

"My day would be really torn between different things such as coming to class, teaching students, attending meetings,
doing research and meeting my students, and in between | would have to find time to go to the company to take care of
some emergencies there," he recollects.

Finally to sort out things he went for a sabbatical at the end of which he was successfully able to make a couple of
products work.

[IT Madras, the premier engineering institute which has a thriving startup ecosystem has enabled its faculty members,
through policy level changes, to take up sabbatical also to focus on their individual startups.

"Typically, an academical sabbatical means a faculty would either go to another university or a research organisation or
even an industry in some cases and they will spend time there up to a year or so," noted Prof Krishnan Balasubramanian,

Dean of IC&SR department, [IT-M.

"What we are offering is also an opportunity to do more. If you are involved in a startup from the beginning and want to
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focus more on it, then sabbatical is a way to do it."
According to him the need to avail a sabbatical could be sector-specific as well as company-specific.
"If you are in a startup sector which needs very high rate of growth or if you are in a company that needs your time very

significantly then your participation has to be wholesome and you may want to take time-off and spend time there," he
said.

Facebook pulls out Free Basics from India

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/Facebook-pulls-out-Free-Basics-from-
India/articleshow/50954349.cms

Withdrawal of the project, one of the key initiatives of Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg, comes after the com... Read
More

NEW DELHI: Social media giant Facebook finally pulled the plug on its controversial zero-rated platform “Free Basics' in
India, days after telecom regulator Trai rejected differential pricing on data and a few hours after Reliance
Communications (RCom) - its mobile partner in the country - decided to make the service paid.

"Free Basics is no longer available to people in India," a statement issued by the company's spokesperson said. Ironically,
the statement comes exactly a year after Free Basics service was started in the country in its previous avatar
‘internet.org' by RCom and Facebook.

Withdrawal of the project, one of the key initiatives of Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg, comes after the company
had unleashed a high-pitched campaign in support of the service, though unsuccessfully.

The social media company was accused of being against the concept of net neutrality by activists across many countries
and Trai called differential tariffs discriminatory . "The final straw was the stand taken by RCom to make the service pay .
There was no other option left, especially as the company had to follow the law of the land," a source told TOI.

TOI was the first to report about the regulator's stand on differential tariffs, in its edition dated January 30, and also
about RCom's decision to put a charge on Free Basics in Thursday's edition. The source said that top honchos at
Facebook, mainly at the company's headquarters in the US, did not find any merit in carrying the service as a paid
platform, as its stated objective is to connect the non-connected without any charges.

An estimated 10 lakh people are believed to have opted for the Free Basics platform on the RCom network. Facebook
had also thrown open the Free Basics platform as a paid version across various telecom networks in the country , which
has also been stopped now.

The Free Basics platform had been initiated by Facebook as a philanthropic activity as it wanted to provide free basic
internet connectivity to the unconnected across Asian, African and Latin American regions.The company has partnered
more than a dozen mobile operators across 19 countries to provide the free platform. The platform provides connection
to a select websites for free, and these include content on things like news, employment, health, education and local
information.
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While Trai had asked RCom to keep the service in "abeyance" around December last year till the time it took a decision
on differential pricing, the platform had also faced criticism from a committee of the telecom ministry.

PM Modi to inaugurate Make in India week today

Hindustan Times (Delhi)

MUMBAI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Make in India week in Mumbai on Saturday, a
programme claimed to be the biggest multi-sectoral event in Asia, and one of the biggest in the world.

Make in India is set

to provide a boost to manufacturing

Government officials, previewing the event a day before the inauguration, said five partner countries —
Sweden, Germany, Poland, Australia and Korea — will participate. More than 1,000 global and over 8,000
Indian firms are scheduled to display their manufacturing abilities, which will provide a boost to the sector,
which has been over the years overtaken by services.

“It is an opportunity for all firms to showcase their manufacturing prowess, and will see participation of all
international companies that have export hubs in India,” a senior government official said.

Over 3,000 bilateral meetings are expected to be held while a number of businessto-business (B2B) and
business-to-government (B2G) transactions are likely to be concluded, the official added.

Industrial delegates from 78 countries are slated to attend the event, including government delegations from 64
countries.

Keeping in mind the focus on start-ups, a start-up contest is scheduled to be held with a ™ 2-crore prize to be
won on the spot. All Indian Institutes of Technology (11Ts) and premier engineering institutes, and over 13
international institutes are also participating in the event.

The government has instituted awards in various categories, including ‘Best manufacturer’, ‘Best Innovator’,
and ‘Best Young Creator.’
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The Indian Navy is also organising an exhibition on maritime design and manufacturing.

IITBBS increases 80 seats for BTech students

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/IITBBS-increases-80-seats-for-BTech-
students/articleshow/50970405.cms

Bhubaneswar: lIIT Bhubaneswar (IITBBS) will increase its BTech intake by 80 seats from the coming academic year
starting July, director R V Rajakumar said here on Friday. This will increase the total number of UG engineering seats in
the institute to 260. Rajakumar said IITBBS will offer a new BTech programme in electronics and communication
engineering, which will have 40 seats, while talking to reporters on the sidelines of the institute's eighth foundation day.

Similarly, the institute will start offering dual degree (B.Tech+M.Tech) programmes in civil and mechanical engineering
to 20 students each from 2016-17.

The 20 students enrolled for dual degree in civil will be split into two specialities after B.Tech. While 10 of them will be
trained in structural engineering in M.Tech, the rest 10 will be taught transportation engineering at the masters' degree
level, the IITBBS director said. The 20 students, who would take admission in mechanical dual degree will be split into
machine design and thermal engineering, 10 students each, in M.Tech, he added.

Rajakumar said the proposed expansion would increase the seats by more than 40%. The institute has been currently
offering B.Tech in civil, mechanical, electrical and computer science with each having 40 seats, and B.Tech (metallurgy)
with 20 seats. The total student strength in the institute, including PhD and MSc, is around 1,000.

With completion of upcoming new infrastructure, the [IT would continue increasing its seats for the next few years, he
added. The institute has recorded 60% jump in the number of job offers to its B.Tech passouts in the current academic
year compared to last year, the IIT director said. The rise has been noticed in the core areas, he said.
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